
Virginia Clean Energy
Statewide Study

Image, Ballot, and Message Testing
February 22nd, 2024



Top Lines

Q2: Solar Opinion (Open Ended) Q3:Energy Security

Q4:Natural Gas Energy Q5:Wind Energy Q6:Solar Energy

Q7:Hydrogen Energy Q8:Community Concern Q9:Solar Supports Farmers

Q1:Initial Solar Opinion
571 Verbatim Responses

Q10:Lowest Cost Energy Q11:Solar Funds Communities Q12:Solar Powered BESS



Top Lines

Q14:Informed Solar Opinion Q15:Landowners Limitations

Q16:Government Limitations

Q13:Energy Importing State



Initial Solar Opinion

Do you support or oppose solar power in Virginia?
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By Age By Race
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By Congressional District

By Ideology



Solar Opinion (Open Ended)

When thinking of solar energy, what is the first 
word that comes to mind?

Clean
energy

Environment
Renewable

Sun

Cost

Solar
Expensive

panels
Savings

money

Efficient

Power

land

Climate

Unreliable

Smart

Saving
Waste

supply
Free

Takes

much

Green
electric

China

Efficiency

Sustainable

technology

still

quite

yet

amount

produce

built

Inefficient

Environmental

Cheap

Sunlight

bills

Electricity

Bad
Cheaper

know

Future

high
potential

putting

Rip

Positive

justice
Mandatory

toxic
resource

Less

Helpful

nature

Reliable

pollution

Sustainability

need
Boring

Earth

farms

Independence
Coal

manufacturing

change

Recycle

farm

Chinese

subsidies

taxpayer

Stick

Blackouts

air

effective

Lower

Unsustainable

Maybe

Wasted Higher

Equipment

Roof

Weak

farmland

Ripoff

Good

vehicles

powered

public

transportation

cloudy

days

installation

Subsidized

Useless

Gawdy

nuke

Loss

571 Verbatim Responses



Energy Security

How important is it to you that the United States 
prioritize energy security and independence?

By Gender By Education

By Age By Race

By Ideology

Actual answer options read:
• Very important
• Somewhat important
• Somewhat unimportant
• Not at all important
• Unsure



Energy Security

How important is it to you that the United States 
prioritize energy security and independence?

By Last 4 Generals By Self Reported Party

By Congressional District

Actual answer options read:
• Very important
• Somewhat important
• Somewhat unimportant
• Not at all important



Natural Gas Energy

Should Virginia place more, less, or about the same 
emphasis than it does now on producing energy 
from natural gas?
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By Age By Race
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By Congressional District

By Ideology

Actual answer options read:
• More emphasis
• Less emphasis
• About the same emphasis



Wind Energy

Should Virginia place more, less, or about the same 
emphasis than it does now on producing energy 
from wind power?

By Gender By Education

By Age By Race

By Last 4 Generals By Self Reported Party

By Congressional District

By Ideology

Actual answer options read:
• More emphasis
• Less emphasis
• About the same emphasis



Solar Energy

Should Virginia place more, less, or about the same 
emphasis than it does now on producing energy 
from solar power?
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By Age By Race

By Last 4 Generals By Self Reported Party

By Congressional District

By Ideology

Actual answer options read:
• More emphasis
• Less emphasis
• About the same emphasis



Hydrogen Energy

Should Virginia place more, less, or about the same 
emphasis than it does now on producing energy 
from hydrogen power?

By Gender By Education

By Age By Race

By Last 4 Generals By Self Reported Party

By Congressional District

By Ideology

Actual answer options read:
• More emphasis
• Less emphasis
• About the same emphasis



Community Concern

How important is it that community concerns 
regarding energy projects be included prior to 
permitting?
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Actual answer options read:
• Very important
• Somewhat important
• Somewhat unimportant
• Not at all important



Solar Supports Farmers

Solar projects provide farmers with much-needed 
supplemental income to keep their farms alive. 
Does knowing this make you more or less likely to 
support solar projects?
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Lowest Cost Energy

Solar projects do not pollute the environment and 
generate the lowest-cost electricity for Virginia 
households and local businesses. Does knowing this 
make you more or less likely to support solar 
projects?
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Solar Funds Communities

Solar projects can generate millions of dollars in 
tax revenue for our local communities, helping to 
fund our schools and first responders. Does 
knowing this make you more or less likely to 
support solar projects?
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Solar Powered BESS

Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) are 
rechargeable batteries that can store energy from 
different sources and discharge when needed. BESS 
ensures a balanced and stable electric grid and 
backup power. Does knowing this make you more or 
less likely to support solar energy?
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Energy Importing State

Virginia is an energy-importing state, meaning it 
consumes more energy than it produces. Knowing 
this, are you more or less likely to support an 
all-of-the-above approach to increase energy 
production to meet energy demands and achieve 
energy independence?

By Gender By Education

By Age By Race

By Last 4 Generals By Self Reported Party

By Congressional District

By Ideology



Informed Solar Opinion

Knowing what you know now, do you support or 
oppose solar power in Virginia?
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Landowners Limitations

Which of the following statements do you agree 
with the most?
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Changes Since 1/16/23:
• Landowners should be allowed to build solar projects 

on their land because they have the right to decide 
how to use their land, and clean energy benefits 
everyone - 2

• Landowners should be denied the ability to build solar 
projects because it may change the appearance of 
their land, and some politicians believe that private 
land should be used for a different purpose + 2



Government Limitations

Some farmers and landowners wish to use their 
land for solar projects to produce clean energy. 
Should local governments be able to limit 
landowner property rights by placing bans on solar 
development?
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Methodology and Demographics

Age Gender Education

Race Ideology

Self Reported 
Party

Last 4 Generals

Congressional District

Fielded On: January 22-23, 2024
-

Method: Mobile Text Response and 
Landline Interviews
-

Population & Sample Description: 
815 Likely Voters
-

MoE: +/- 3.43%
-

Weighting: Age, Gender, Education Level, 
Race, Party, and DMA
-

For information, contact:
Ryan Munce
President
co/efficient
ryan@coefficient.org

Parker Slaybaugh
Executive Director
Founders Insight
parker@foundersinsight.com


